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Time To Turn The Brain 
Drain Into A Brain Gain



Ready. Willing. And Notably Able.

An estimated 1.2 million South African citizens live 
abroad -- some of the best and the brightest in many 
fields of endeavor. 

South Africa’s Global Diaspora 



Time to Identify, Engage and 
Multiply Our Global Asset Base

Many among those who have 
left the (African) continent are 
ready and willing either to 
return, or otherwise to make 
their skills available to promote 
development. 

Former South African 
President Thabo Mbeki 

“ “



Connecting Innovators 
To Global Collaborators 
Finding Global Markets for South 
Africa’s Intellect, Ideas and New 
Venture Ingenuity 



What is SABLE?

A trusted knowledge network of well-placed and 
highly connected Global South Africans providing 
mentoring and consulting services to South 
African companies, entrepreneurs and institutions 
seeking to fund or commercialize innovation, as 
well as enter, grow, and partner in worldwide 
markets.
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Strategic Areas of Focus

Giving Emerging 
Growth Companies:
DIRECTION CONNECTION TRACTION



Current Partners



SPECIAL INITIATIVES



Global center of excellence at a South African 
university or research institution (e.g. CSIR) to 
assist multi-nationals with product localization for 
the African context.

Skills Center to Advance Localization 
Excellence in Africa



Source under-utilized or discarded intellectual 
property from VCs in the USA to commercialize at 
a fraction of the cost in SA using university, 
incubator, accelerator and research center talents.

Technology 
Optimization 
Pipeline (TOP)



Digital Bridge to SA Innovation Hubs

Digitally connected physical presence in 
Silicon Valley to facilitate live interaction, 
video programming (with Wits), technology 
transfer and deal making between SA 
innovators and potential commercial 
partners, investors, domain experts, 
mentors, collaborators and influencers in 
North America



Global Partner Match-Making
A joint venture with the Powerlinx cloud AI-
based data platform to profile, match, and 
make business introductions for South 
African companies on a global level



Creation of a Global 
Innovation Ecosystem 
in partnership with 
UNICEF Innovation 
Centre to drive social 
entrepreneurship and 
crowdsource social 
impact technologies 
that can address global 
challenges



SABLE ADVISORY 
PROJECTS



Dynamic Food

Advancing awareness of this 
award-winning South African 
frozen specialty foods innovator 
and sustainability leader which is 
poised to rapidly expand in the 
U.S. and other global markets



Self-Powered Street Lights 
Undertook South African and Global 
market penetration strategy. Developed 
brand identity, technical brochures and 
website to demonstrate the value of 
sustainable streetlighting and WiFi
solutions.
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+ EMMINENT 
RESEARCHERS
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Undertaking North American research and CEO 
recruitment project for this leading global provider of 
vehicle fleet management and insurance telematics.



Advance awareness of luxury 
brand of sustainable Nile 
Crocodile handbags, including 
global market penetration 
strategy.



Cross-industry         
promotional 

marketing and merchandising 
campaign to drive trade display, 
sale and consumption of South 
African agricultural products in 
Asia and the Middle East.



SABLE SUCCESS IN CROSS-
POLLINATING POTENTIAL PARTNERS



+
Development of Integrated Vehicle 
Management System to deliver a MiFARE
Smartphone App as part of a cashless fare 
and operational safety solution for taxi 
operators (serving 15 million taxi commuters 
a day) in South Africa.
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Contact: 
Donovan Neale-May
donovan@sablenetwork.com
1.408.677.5333 (o) or 1.650.222.5260 (m)


